THE TURK AS RULER
can hardly be claimed that the Greeks have
reciprocated. It is said that the children in their
schools are taught as follows: " If the Patriarch
asks what you are, reply, *I am a Christian/
If the Consul asks, reply, ' I am a Hellene J *"
How can Turkey hope to construct an Ottoman
nation out of such material ?
With the exception of the few reforming
Sultans referred to, and of such rare con-
scientious Governors as Midhat Pacha, the
ruling Turk has hitherto had no proper sense
of his obligations. The obligation was all
with the taxpayer, and no attempt was made
to develop the country, to make new roads
or repair old ones, in short, to encourage com-
merce and increase prosperity. Should the
traveller strike a good road in the Empire, it is
almost certainly a relic of Byzantine times. The
quays of Smyrna are due to pressure brought
on the public departments by the Greek and
English merchants; those of Salonika are due to
the initiative of resident Jews. Whenever the
Turks constructed roads, it was not with a view
to opening up new markets or tapping new
agricultural districts, but solely that the pachas
might penetrate more easily into the interior,
extorting where they could, and otherwise ravag-
ing and laying waste as some earnest of their
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